January 16, 2003

When I first got the project assignment, I was a bit upset.  I really wanted to have a project that was completely mine and not one where I needed to continue from someone else’s.  Reading the sheet over did not make me feel any better.  I did not even understand what my assignment was.  I think I have a handle for what I am supposed to be doing now.  As I understand it, I am supposed to build a controller which will connect to the track, which will receive the packets that are sent over the line.  It will then use these packets to determine which lights need to be lit and what color they should be.  I have read through two articles in the model railroad magazine and was a little lost in the terminology.  I think that once I am able to get my hands on some of the hardware and see where everything goes, I will better understand the goal and means of my project.

